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Wednesday's federal budget can chart a strong Canadian response to stateside uncertainties on the economy and 
climate action. It can do that by launching a decade of locally driven growth through economy-boosting 
infrastructure projects across the country. But this will require some bold decisions next week on the federal 
infrastructure plan. 


Unprecedented dollars are already on the table: $81 billion over the coming 11 years for transit, social, green and 
other infrastructure. The Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) called for this investment, but we're also the 
first to insist: Historic dollars alone don't deliver historic outcomes. For that, we'll need a smart, long-term federal 
plan that empowers local governments to deliver outcomes for Canadians. 


This federal budget can launch the next era of public transit. 


As municipal leaders, we know that better transit will answer our residents' calls for better mobility and faster 
commutes. And by moving forward now, we'll also be creating jobs, reducing emissions, and recovering billions of 
dollars in productivity now lost to gridlock. 


The Canadian Urban Transit Association has estimated that each dollar invested in transit returns three to the 
economy. But these numbers only begin to capture the opportunity that lies ahead. In 2017, modernized transit is 
integral to many cities’ plans to build the vibrant, livable urban environments that can attract the talent and 
investment Canada needs. 


With cities ready to move on transit expansions, unwieldy application-based funding programs won't get the job 
done. What cities need are predictable allocations that give them the confidence to push "go" on engineering and 
construction. 


Back that up with reasonable federal-provincial cost-sharing - so local fiscal limits don't derail progress - and we'll 
have the bones for a transformational transit plan on Wednesday. 


Setting our economy on the right path and improving Canadians’ quality of life also requires tackling Canada's 
housing crisis. 


Safe, affordable housing is the bedrock of the livable communities Canada needs to compete. Yet 1-in-5 renters 
now spends half their income on shelter, 1.5 million households can't find decent housing they can afford, and 
housing is becoming less affordable at every income level. 


Municipal leaders have been clear: we can't build Canada's future on top of this crisis. But we have also delivered a 
plan to turn this around. With $21.9 billion already earmarked for social infrastructure, we are calling for a bold 
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federal decision to dedicate $12.6 billion to housing - specifically to protect existing social housing and build new 
affordable homes. 


Wednesday's budget is a once-in-a-generation opportunity to secure investment on the scale that's needed to get 
this done. This will spark significant growth and create the conditions Canada needs for a successful long-term 
national housing strategy. 


Finally, there's the great challenge of our time: addressing climate change. 


As the Paris Agreement entered into force last October, the world was closer than ever to meaningful action on 
emissions. Today, signals from the new U.S. administration are shaking up already-difficult national debates. In this 
context, Wednesday is an opportunity for Canada to stake out fresh leadership. 


Municipalities influence half of Canada's greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. They are also modelling some of our 
country's most innovative solutions - from green fleets to building retrofits to transit innovation. Today, some of the 
richest potential to reduce national emissions lies in investing to scale up this local green innovation. 


With $21.9 billion available for green infrastructure, we expect to see federal support for major initiatives in 
emissions reductions across all orders of government. 


Ottawa cannot meet its climate objectives without deep engagement with municipalities. Wednesday's budget 
should get this work started, both to reduce GHGs and to adapt local infrastructure to new weather extremes. 


Cities and communities are Canada's economic engines. These are the places where people work, where 
businesses grow, where talent gathers and where innovation happens. 


Local governments have a record of delivering cost-effective local solutions to national challenges. And with the 
right tools in local hands, we are ready to build that path to a more livable, green and competitive Canada. 


Clark Somerville is president of the Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) and a local/regional councillor for 
the Town of Halton Hills and Halton Region. FCM is the national voice of local government, with nearly 2,000 
members representing 91 per cent of Canada's population. 
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